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White House Denies
Nixon’s Cuba Charge

By E. W, KENWORTHY
Special to The New ‘York Times,

WASHINGTON, March 20—
The White House denied today
a charge by Richard M. Nixon
that President Kennedy had
been informed of the secret
preparations for a refugee land-
ing in Cuba before he issued
his 1960 campaign call for Unit-
ed States ald to anti-Castro
forces. .

‘W. Dulles, who was
head of the Central Intelligence
Ageficy at the “Yitne, supported
the gf;é,sgglenﬁ's yaeonstruction
of evénts, but said he believed
Mr. Nixons Statement to be
the result of “an hopest mis-
anderstasiding” "

Tn & Book entitled “Six Crl-
ses,” scheduled for publication
March 99; the former Vice Pres-
ident r ‘e‘i‘g to a speech on Oct.
20, 1960, i which Mr. Kennedy
advocated support for those
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Cubans eager to fight agafrist
Premier Fidel Castro. )

Mr. Kennedy already knew
that the United States had, for
many months, been “training
exiles “for the eventual purpose
of supporting an invasion, &f
Cuba,” Mr. Nixon says.

Mr. Kennedy’s public advo-
cacy of a policy already adopt-
ed, Mr. Nixon writes, endan-
gered “the security of the
whole operatlon.”

“Poor the first and only time
in the campaign, I got mad at
Kennedy—personally,” - Mr.
Nixon says.

Asked for comment on this
charge today, Pierre Slinger,
White Housepress secretary,
said: :

“The President does not be-
lieve that intelligence briefings
are a proper shibjectmf public
debate, but in“the light of the
account in Mr. Nixon's book,
it is necessary to say that the
then Senator ennedy was not
told before the election of 1960
of the  traicng of troops out-
side of Cuba or of “#ny plans
for ‘supporting an invasion of
Cuba. _

«My. Nixon's aceotint is ap-
parently based on a misunder-
‘swnding. .enator Kennedy re-
ceived two briefings from MR

Allen Dulles of theCi, a.8 =

the first on I¥23 1960, and

the second t 19, 1960.
“The twg  bilelngs covered

covered an Gver-Hll reviéw of

the world sitiation = during

which Cu}%a‘ was matitioned.But
Senator Kennedy was first in-
formde of thé operdfion to
which Mr. Nixon refers in a
riefing by Allen Diles and
ichard Bissell of the C. I. A.
' glvenc Palm Beach, Fla, on
iNov. 18, 1960.” -
©" Mr. Bissell at fhat time iwas
Mr. Dulles's deputy in charge
of operations, as distinct from
the evaluation of infelligence.
This afterfigsn the agercy
-31iBli¢ g mermorandam

‘Mr. Nixon's b
ito the intelligence briefings
‘which he understood Senator
| Kennedy had beeri given by me
iwith respect ot -Cuba during
the campaign. )

“I have also seen the White
House statenient issued today
on this subject. =

“There has been here, I be-
lieve, an honest misunder-
standing. This was probably
due to the nature of the mes-

covert.” ;

briefed on Nov.

said:

Tn"his hook,
1959,

policy against Cuba. .

vide ,arms,
fled . the

icdn doyntries.”’

course dealt with in the brief-|Kennedy had been briefed on
ings I gave Senator Kennedy.|this operation.” ¢
The last briefing I gave him
was over & month before the
debate in which the issue arose.| . - v e
“My briefings were intelli- rible dlsadvar}tage, My, Nixon
gence briefings on the world said, he decided not to dis-
sityatich. They did -not  cober close the sceret operation and
oulF pwn Government’s plans or “to go the other extreme” when
progfamg for Httion, overt or they met il the Jfourth debate

- Officials. said ‘foday that Sen- . 1
ator Kennedy had also been proposal to provide such aid

2 by Gen.|8s wrong and irresponsible be-
Charles Cabell of the C. I, A, |cause ! )
but that Cuba had not been treaty commitments,” he said in

mentioned. the debate.
. N During the debate, Mr. Nixon
N ixanin California characterized Mr. Kennedy's
In Whittier, Calif., where helproposal as “dangerously ir-

was attending a church convo-|Tesponsible,”
cation, Mr. Nixon was told of would, if followed, “lose all our

the White House statement. He

"~ The program had  beenl injprinting as a
gger&tmn 1for six nzlm;\{ths r}zvhen White House statement.
e campalgn opened, Mr. Nixon gnokesman replied:
stated. When his opponent be- poxegman mbL
gan demanding “militant” poli-ipelieved this when he wrote it
ciés against Premier Castro, Mr. . are publishing. his :
Nixon sald, he was “in the posi- 2L WE 278 U lishing his ook

Despite the fact that Sena-
tor Kennedy had him “at-a ter-

the following night. - :
“I must attack the Kennedy

it would violate our

and one that
friends in Latin America” and

be “an open invitation” to Pre-

cerpts are appearing in[Life

mier Khrushchev “to come-into

_“I have no comment at this\Latin America and to engage
time, unti] I have a chance tolus in what would be a ¢ivil war
read the s_tatement. There willland possibly even worse ‘than
be a lot of controversy over the|that,” ‘
baok, T imagine.” A :
Mr, Nixod re-|
lated that -as -early as April,

Memb"ra-ndum from Dulles
The tpshot, Mr. Nixon wrote,

following a three-hour|was that he was placed in the}
conference with Premier Cas-|“ironic position” of ‘appearing
tro, he had advocated a strong|softer on Premier Castro than

Mr. Kennedy and that the pro-

It was hot Onfil early in 1960, | Kennedy columnists and edi-
Mr, Nixon wrote, that hig coun-|térial writers, for the one and
sel prevailed, “‘and thé C..I. A.jonly time
was givén instructions te_pto-|“gave me the better of the
ammunition . and|4rgument.”
tralping for Cubans  who hadi ]

in the campaign,

A spokesman for Doubleday

Castro regime and|g Co., publishers 6% the Nixo
were now in exile in the United pook, ,wgls‘askecll"stodagrhwhe]t\l{';elrl'
States anhd various Latin-Amer-|any

r corrections or = deletions
would be made in the second
result of the
The

“T am sure that Mr. Nixon

tion of a fighter with one hand
tieq behind hisb’ ack,” becausc
he could not even hint at what"
was under way. C

As sqtfi_as he had réad nows
‘accounts of Mr. Kennedy's Oct.
20 speech, Mr. ‘Nixon said, he
asked Fred Seaton, Secretary of
the Interlor, “to call the White
House at once 61 the.security
Iine and find out whether Dulles
had briefed Kennedy on the fact
that for months the C. I A
had not only been supporting
and assisting but actually train-

€ |ing Cuban exiles.”

Mr. Nixon wrote:

in half an hour. His answer:

i sage Mr. Nixon writes he re-
rcelved as to these bilefings.

“The Cyhan sftuiatitn’ wal’ of

“Seaton reported back to me

in good faith. I can't tell you:
whether it (the second print-!
ing) will be any different.”

The first printing was 60,-
000 dopies. Pre-publication ex-

magazine, News articles on the]
book appeared in Washington
and New York this morning as|
a result of pre-puhiicatlon sales
by many bookstore: »

Mr. Salinger declined to com-
ment on other statements in the
book. He said the President had
read the section charging him
with ™ & security - violation.
Neither: the President nor any
one_else In the White House
has communicated with Mr.
Nixon~ regarding the charges,
Mr. Salinger said.
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